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TILL TATTOO DO US PART

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOUR PARTNER IS ANCIENT HISTORY AND YOUR TATTOO OF
HIS OR HER NAME |15 STILL FRESH? FYI TALKS TO TATTOO ARTISTES TO FIND OUT HOW
LONG FOREVER REALLY LASTS

MALIMI BANERJEE malini banerjee@ mid- day. com Beckhams done itl. Angelina. Pam
Anderson. And Halle Berry. One could fill a book with the names of celebs who sport tattoos of
their lovers. And then ancther one with those who have had them removed with laser or had it
covered up with a different one.

BlEnlarge Image  Says Kevin Andrade, tattoo artist and owner of Shoryuken, a tattoo parlour in Oshiwara, * Almost
60 per cent of the work | do are cover- ups of older tattoos.

And at least 10 per cent for covering up names and initials.” The trend has become so common that certain tattoo
artistes now even refuse to tattoo names and initials of partners and spouses. © We avoid names since it takes a lot of
thought and hard work to tattoo over design,” says Kevin,

SHAADI AUR TUMSE? “ We once had a young girl come in to get a guys name taticoed. After chatting with her for a
bit we realised that she was getting a male friends name tattooed only to dissuade her parents from marrying her off to
someone else,” says Arun Ronald Alva, of Als Tattoo and Body Piercing Studio in Mumbais Bandra.

But break- ups arent the only reason for re- inks. © A client had a badly done tattoo of the devil with a tail and trident. To
her mom it looked like Hanuman with his mace. Months later, when the mother finally saw through her ruse she was
senl o us to get a * proper” tattoo,” recalls Kevin.

THE HIGH PRICE OF HEARTBREAK Besides being tedious and not always an entirely effective procedure, tatioo
removal costs a prefty penny.

* Because its text, it tends to show through patterns and takes several hours of cover- ups,” says Kevin.
Depending on the design, tattoo removal can cost upwards of Rs 7,000,
Removal by laser also comes with its share of pitfalls.

“ It 1akes at leas! three to four siltings done every six weeks to remove a lalloo,” says Dr Jaishree Sharad, Cosmetic
Dermatologist and vice- president of Cosmelic Dermatology Society of India.

Even after three to four sessions, each costing anywhere from Rs 1,500 to Rs 3,000, the tattoo might not be completely
removed. * After two months ( of getting the tattoo done) the pigments tend to go deeper into the dermis. Colours like
blue, black and green are easier to remove, while reds and yellows are more stubborn,” says Sharad.

* What happens sometimes is the tattoo goes but the shadow remains,” explains Sharad. As do other kinds of
shadows. " | know of someane who didnt get his girifriends name removed even after breaking up with her.

After zspending four years with ane person, they might have earned some of your skin,” says Kevin.

CELEB COVER- UPS

Post his break- up with Winona Ryder, Johnny Depp had his “ Winona Forever™ tattoo on his bicep altered to read: *
Wino Forever.” .. Paris Hilton had “ Nick™ { after ex- Nick Carter) tattooed on her derriere, which was promptly removed
by laser post their break- up.

.. Denise Richards tattoo of * Charlie” on her ankle is now covered up with a dainty fairy.

.. After her divorce from Tommy Lee, Pamela Anderson had her * Tommy" tattoo around her ring finger altered to read
Mommy”. .. Angelina Jolie had ex- husband Billy Bob Thomtons name lasered off from her left upper arm, and replaced
with a dragon.
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